AFFLICTED MAN' 
TESTIMONY 


CONCERNING 


His Troubles. 


Ong AfiQtions expoſing me to many Ob/o- 
quies and Dangers, I think meet lor the 
Goſpel's ſake to leave ſome Account of 
my Ways by this preſent Writing, thet 

Truth may appear whatever become of me. 

In my Youth while | ſtudied at Oxford, very 
piercing inward Troubles preſſed my Mind ſor ſe- 
veral Months together ; which made me ſpend 
many an hour in ſecret penliveneſs, and by ſup- 
plication to importune the Lord for his Mercy 
and favour through Chriſt, in a more earneſt 
manner than I had been acquainted with before. 
And being heartily convinced of the goodneſs of 
Lod, I took a Reſolution to lerve him more care- 
fully than I had done, and foon found much ſweet- 
neſs in Duties both publick and private. About 


that time [ was viſited with a violent Feaver, and 
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that danger being palt, another ſurprized me up- | 
on the Occation following: - One that ſeemed a 
Gentcel perſon took acquaintance with me, who 
ſelling a Horſe in the Town, entred my Name 
in the Tol]-book as a Voucher for him. The 
Bayer 1nforming me that he was gone, and that 
my Name was in the Book in his behalf, I was 
mach vexcd at 1t, becaule I ſuſpeted him to be 
extravagant. And when he came to Oxford again 
[ urged him to find another Voucher, and :* take 
ot my Name, Which with much indignati- i he 
did, and then ſwore he would kill me; ana [| 
thinx he came tomy Chamber-door for that pu 
poſe. Some time after he was taken in a Rec 
bery and put to death, ſo God delivered me fr 
his hands. About the end of the Civil W--, 
Viſitors being ſent into the Univerſity, I i s$ 
among, others queſtioned to be removed freir a 
Pizce I had in a Colledge, and another vote in: 
My Crime was an Anſwer I had given to thu aid 
Vilitors, to ſubmit to them as far as lawtiuily I 
might ; and that wzs conſtrued to be a Contempt, 
though I intended Modeſty and Warineſs by it. 
Upon the ſolicitation of ſome Friends, the matter 
was deferred, and a Fellowſhip in another Col- 
ledge promiſed me. In June, 1649 I was ap- 
pointed to make a Latin Declamation in Praiſe 
of Clemency. The Theme being mitigating, and 
2ratefull to my Diſpoſition, and ſeveral conſide- 
rable perſons being to hear the managing of it, I 
did it as effeQually as I could : And the Medita- 
tion thereof being always ſeaſonable, take a true 
Copy of it as followeth. 
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avenam anc lizerariam auaacor ACCeAD, C4122 
Y gt n0n fm Liuoaumcr em ere alturus ad irdi: 
0c tar ſeardo roſtramm ubs fevers increpat jnftitia, 
ſed abi candida allicit clemerita, proprer weſtr.om 1n:- 
[1 itionein mhi dicenda, of ae 1oftram invectlli- 
*atem 4 vohls exhnberas : ſciatts ooſecro 109 114+ 
"IS PLC fſartars eſſe i 1004 inchoarntitse im- 
peria, git: m wirera rerovantibes exercitaa, Eam rgt- 
do extya faltem inſequamir lauae, au 2 [19s may , 
infequitur utilitate, Hic referam Mecellum Celribe) 
rar bell iw Hit panta gerentemn, que! C11 parte: 
rw bis Centobrice, quam ob{debit, machina diruerct, 
buaynaintatem propinque * vittoits preruir. Nm cam 
{, trto byices( es ar prone! 7247 1 filtts ſuis replercr, 
iſereſrens 10 Cxpuonatione ai ferſfir. _ quiIdess 
er clement ito «| a cruentis units nrbis mant- 
2s receſſit, 0mm tamen eatiberarum urbium ant- 
40s attraxtt, ſibt benevolos, adeo ut wiftoriam obti- 
1116; 3t quod Cxpitg ere nount : eagne provintta in ditio- 
00271 Ejls accejſit {ponte, HAN YON idiatit COTEVE © Per - 
r1ttitur Amice i grare, quia noluit boſrilzter ſevire. 
AI ferccem JWTencu crtiri; ſubjiciet jg0 ttil- 
:Ag quam liictanae ; ſn flage ts ververet, & fkiimulis 
CD cat, furibundum faciet non donitum ; nec Acci- 
Pier COllo Jjugim, ſed rejicict corn dominum, Ira E& in- 
/oltz ; Praperit 142 TAR YE! 'p:40l CL facilixs zmpon. atir, 0am 
mulcenas qt6.1 , aſpere tract4nao. St wero ſecuris d:ſſc- 
cer, CO enjis perforet, non ram vulnerant quam pungunt, 
xcitantg; Poputum, ſemper compertum belluam efſe mile 
CLIN C "2itiuu, CG plum cornmwn ; quam fs obru/um 
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Mrs” Sceptrum inſtigabat, acutus militts pladius in 
viem trritet, Sola ſeveritants lima mag1ts Acitit qiiam 
PULL, Acda poma dentes acuniinant : ita auſtere {Y- 
111297 11142 ACHORCs ſubaitos exaſpcrant. Quanto inten- 
rior eft regnantts ſeueritas, tanto remiſjior eft regnatt 
frac lit, as, nec ullum violentum Imperinm erit perpet um. 
'Owimime outs terrore ſul ITECMIcre facu [uoditos, diſcutit 
ſanm EX COT 14771 COY aibus rYeorum, E> lan: 9ze[cit 1 per wm 
god guoridiana metus febre, Dre tyranm rigore, palle [cit. 
Motus trepidationts ron terris conventt, licet ſtr. C017® 
ſervat, cluitates deſtruit. Novan introducentibus gU- 
bernationem pc riculyſum eſt w obtrudere ; capt? leg "Ht i= 
matio verbis non verberibus probanda eſt : " Piles 21012 
bicep. Cladins fit argument um 5 opponentes confutentur 
ſMllogiſmns, now conſtern.mtur 207 mentt plybults : recon- 
ciliand; ſuut man ſuctudin e, NON perdend: rigtattate, Do- 
minatus qui cruoris dil Invio ſuperſtreitur, difficulrer ſta- 
bilietur, ſed ire mitime exhalatione perpetuo jactabilis, 
fineruabit, Quoa ſuper Cadauerum —_—_ erlvitur, 
dicatir ſepulchrum Potiies quam umperium yz nec fir mun 
crit poteſtatis edificium, quod ſu mer "ay rulnas fa- 
bri Icatur, [ed firmiſſimum erit eujus ſtructura humani- 
tatls camento congluttnatur. HOY UM FOrpora captry "0 
ratts 11,abantur catents, tlorum corda nos ſtrictins vin- 
clen!:ts "remiſſi one, & lanier ets praſtabunt obeatcnt1- 
am, qmbis debnt vitam. Regnum erit trangquillum ub! 
ferent reels mores; ſt vero torvt ſuperciltt nubibus 11- 
greſcat facies, crepent inſur rECHOnUM tOwttrHa, ErUM- 
pert candeſcemis Ire fulgura, & fertent poreſtarts arcem 
JC t 11111 fulmina. I"ict ori, 1 minlmum habebit Invid: >, abi 
oh Tr lmum cle mentie. Imperator qui habet In 4nin 0 11147 = 
fuerudinem, gerit 1n ſin Maznerem, nec ullt ſunt tam 
ferrea pertinacts guin ad fe trahet. Quicunque autem 
C. ſto EEF a ITCH lentt.im, þ 0p#1t LIN peErterrent 
mags gram temerdan ; ſtuptaiy iis mpeiumt horrorem, 
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non vividam probitatem : 
ſubaitos ſt non in lapiaes, ſaltem tn TUNCOS VErtie mus 


tilando, Ad clementem Imperatorem confeſtim ac al.z- 
criter accelerant aut ſus peccatis veniam /pe rent, ſtatu- 
EN7t es £que trum eſſe ad pedes ejus ſepr OJ'CCTC, AC ad 
AY Am confugere. Recentem Romulli urbem popu; £5 Ce 
fluxn ſut cito replevit, cum noverat aſylum eſſe + cvis 
tarula coſpititia peccantibus manſuctum prebendo patrg= 
cinium, grande tandem evaſit Imperium. Nec expro- 
bretur clementem neoltgere ju /Hitiam, ſuan woun debi- 
tam honeſtatem cutq, reſtituit, dum auoſg; INTENLISE Pr a- 
VOs efficacins ad bonos mores reductt mitlits C. TIER ai EY 
plures enim peniter deltquſe erga bentonam patris pa: 
EYia bonttatem, qu: am tyr ann ſe: THAN. ltemy, ſuffi. 
ciens, licet bamenicr pena ejt, ut delinquentes proprer 
culpas rubeſcant padore potins gitam ſanoumne. Quinimo 
quis propiits accedit ad Deorum, tgnoſcere gaud; nilium, 
naturam, quam qui exhibet clemtutions ? Er arvinis in- 
dito moribus popalus religtofins ovtemperabit. Hirnc pr 0- 
vida Natura re 71 apnm negAat it AC. Hewn, COVEens eſſe 
man{[uetum rollendo ſeviends inſtramentum. $.dienti/[i- 
ma mater clementia n fecit ill, neceſſart.im guts novit 
uttlem, Herba Octmum ft traftetnr leviter ſoar 4g 
ter, ſm durins affricetur, fwtid) oavre axrts tnftjtat . 
non altter ſt jubattt molliter tracicatr qratim emit= 
tent obedtentie anhelitum, ſm oraviter C9-: 
contumacie oraveolentiam ex exbalabunt. Interim wudirg- 
res, vereor [1 equie proltxe ac imperite dicere::; 
tlam, Ne veſt; An ſuſcit, wem lracundiam. AM! 
reliquum Dujits wirtutis encomium facunanrt filmntio ad: 
mrarl, qtam extenuare exilitate diceudt. H.gterins 
ous. venta alin ſunt or atio Us n9{t > jolectſm, q od 
clementie veſtre mareriamn ſuypeditaturt, uti incipiar 
praxtls, ubi deſinit ſpecul.atio. 
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Whether my diſcourſe of Ciamercy procured me 
{cverity, 1 cannot tell, but ſure I am that ſoon at- 
cr it was uſed towards me; for I was accuſed as 
diſaffeXed to the things then in being, and denyed 
the Profits of the Fellowſhip promiſed me : the 
Head of rhe Houſe, and the new Fellows there, 
with the Viliors connivance, combining to make 
me Socins Honorarins only, though I was Senior to 
them all but the Head. Being thus left deſtitute of 
any encouragement in the Univerfity, after a while 
I werit into the Countrey to ſce my Frieads, who 
perſwaded me to be there employed, and the Se 
Cura of Llanrbaiad in the Counties of Denbigh and 
Afontromery being vacant by death, was conterred 
on me ; where being freed from the Pariſh charge, 
I exerciſed my Talent in Preaching there, and elſe- 
where, and ſometimes Catechizing, and with ſuch 
as were willing I monthly faſted and prayed on a 
Week-day, either in private or 1n publick, and in- 
vited others to aſſiſt me therein alſo. And com- 
monly when I ſpent time in ſuch Exerciſes, I 
ſhou!d have abundant Conſolations in my ſpirit. 
But 1ome of the richer ſort and others in that 
Countrey, that did not reliſh tuch things, but de- 
lighred more in natural Recreations, Company, 
Complements, and other Buſineſſes, and were ad- 
dicted to be litieious, wrought me many troubles : 
who heating that the Regis Profeſſor in Cambridze 
had a Promiſe of ſome Size Cure, invited him to 
make for-mine, and to exhibit Articles againſt me 
into the PioteCtor?'s hand, alledging me to be dil- 
aff-ed to his Government, ard inſufficient for the 
Living l held. Thereupon an Order was made, re- 
quiring me to appear before the Council, and It 


was ſent down unto my Acculers, who — 
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ed to conceal it from me, that I might be onted 
upon Contempt. T hey ſent a Fellow to my Houle, 
that left word with my Servant, that I ſhoald be 
at London within three days, and ſayd no more, 
neither left any order. Yet they drew an Affde- 
vir, and got him to ſwear before a Maſter of 
Chancery, that he left the Ocder at my Houle. 
. SuſpeCting the matter, I ſent up with ſpeed, and 
had a Copy of my Accuiation, and time to an- 
ſwer it: And when it came to a hearing, their 
Allegation of the firſt branch of the Accuſation 
was diſcredited by their colluſion in the matter 
of my Summons to appear, and the other wascon- 
futed by the Approvers of publick Preachers and 
others ; thereupon I was diſcharged, 2s being 
wrongfully moleſted. Three Years after as I was 
riding homewards from preaching in a Winter 
Night, I obſerved a Man fit on Horſeback at the 
end of a dark Woody lane, who affronted me as 1 
rid by him, and attempted to aſſault me, but my 
Horſe outwent him. Soon after one came down 
with the great Seal to claim my Begehice, and by 
the Date of his. Pattent it appearcd that it was 
had out about the time that Lurcher ſer upon me ; 
but Times then altering, thet preterce alſo bc- 
came ineffc&tua3l. In the Year 1660 about the 
end of Winter, the Biſhop of the Dioceſs newly 
enſtalled, ſends word that he had my Benefice 
granted him in Comendam by the King, and dc- 
manded of my Farmers the Rents due for the Snm- 
mer foregoing, while I took pains there and there- 
about. For a while ir ſeemed very harſh to me 
to be deprived of my Livelihood and Employ - 
ment, and the more, in regard I had obtained :t 
fairly without miſplacing any Man, and pxu 
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yearly about forty pounds out of it to Widows 
and Fatherleſs, and had ſeven Years poſl: ſſion of it, 
and his Majelit y's Proclamation to continue all in 
their pollzſhoas, unleſs ejeted by due courſe of 
Law ; neither was any thing demanded of me by 
Authority, that I retuſed to do: For nothing wes 
then requ:lite to be tendred to Incumbents that I 
heard of, bat the Oath of Allegiance, which I took : 
allo tor the rich man that had many locks, to take 
away anonuly Lamb, might grieve a Prophet : Not- 
withitandiny deeming a ſuit at Law would be as 
bootliels as vexatious, I did quietly fi: down by 
the lols. 

Aiterwards I lived very . rivar-ly, and as Inof- 
tenfively as 1 could. For pe ce tzke l ©:tcn went 
to kear the Corntormilſts in puviick, aud ſeidom 
jozned 1n priate Worſhip wich my greater num- 
ber than the Law aliows of, aid vever medled 
with any deligns to Uiiturd ihe Government ; yet 
I con!d not avoid the trcquent moleſtations of 
evii Men. In the Year 1666 leveral arined men, 
and ore of them +» it his Sword dr.iwn, n'teiing 
terrible wo1 Gs, ruſhed inio my Honte inthe N git, 
and abuſcd my Family, c.lled me a l1r:tor, 
thruſt into my Cellar, 2nd mide themlſeives drunk 
with my Beer, and taking me Piiloner, b.1ba- 
rouſly guarded me to the County Geol, in feve- 
ral Paſſons drawing upon me by the way, tho' 
I was conſcious to my telt of no Crime. nelther 
. did they prove any agaiait me that [| heard ot. Ir 
coſt me Time and Money to be releaied, and up- 
on my return home ove of my Chiliren dyed, 
that took a Fright by thet Riot, and a fret in my 
abſence. Within few Months afier my Wife and 
{ome of the 1turviviog Children being dilcouraged 
IN 
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;n their Obedience to me, by the many Irjnries 


' they ſaw inflicted upon me, became undutitul by 


the Collutiou of my Perſccutors, whi:h div im- 
bitter my Afictions far more than ayy Prizon or 
Danger I had been in, or teared to come into : 
For ſeveral Years | had Comtort 112 their, while 
I had ſorrow from others: when ic was tempeltn- 
ous Without doors, | had a calm vw.ithi:. ; hetore 
the blows lighted on my Cloths, bu t:cc on my 
Bowels. Bur the wortc m, ir.S 1k Troukies 
were for me, the more vi:o1 ouly icy whie i0- 
mented ard encrealcd by thoie that hated me Some 
were employed to periw:de my Chi.ciei that IT 
was better for them to |I.e « r'hont me; and my 
Wite was ſo fer altenated t1t1Gciu nic, that ſhe im- 
portuned me to Part With her and live afurder 
though toi fixteen Yezrs bctore we had lived toge. 
ther as lovingly as any couple it that Countey, 
Then by muioal Conſcrt 1 was ii.Guced to £0 to 
Oxford, ind afterwards to Co: 1aon, Where 1n the 
Year 1C75 a$ | wis buke about the Pitnting of 
Welch Books, my Life was eridan;.rcd by molt vio- 
lent Poi1on, Cauliry, vehemert botiir g ardiea Ting 
P-1i'S In my Body, rd a tci.libie cor.flict in my 
Cheit and Bowels, lixc the beating of Puiles, The 
fourth Ni-hr I lay fo, being brought to the ſoreſt 
pligni, upon a fudcen the pores of my Body 
one, ard j cured ovt tuch ebundance of ſweat 

Ss vet my Shirt in fow Minates, bliſters br:ke oat 
upon my L1;:s, and I purzed ſomew har l1ze blood. 
And a few years aſter, as | was laborijouſly em- 
p!oyed 2hont correCling an lmprefiion of the Welch 
Bibie, I was az.in brought to Death's Door by 
ceadly pos ſor, aud while I Jay ill, hd a great 
loſs by belig robbed. And many times before 
and 
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and ſince have found dangerous baits in my Food, 
and perilous traps and ſnares laid for me in my 
Way. | 

Having been in London a long while, I had a 
deſire to ice my Countrey, and therefore took a 
£2rm there, intending thereby to be helptul to 
the remainder of my Children theſe laſt Years; 
ard though 1 thought to live below the Wea- 
ihcr, yet Malice wrought againſt me ſtrangely 
there, by killing or ſtealing my Cattel in the 
Night, and throwing open my Corn and Graſs 
to be eaten up, and fomerimes turning my Cattel 
t9 other grounds, that they might be killed or 
younded , yea ſtigmatized Felons were brought to 
a Court, there to ſwear falſly againſt me, and 
the beit of my Beaits were preſently driven away 
2y 2 Zevari, though I owed nothing to the Party 
{hat procured 1t, neither ſhould I be permitted to 
make my defence to evidence the Truth ; and be- 
wg lo many ways, and fo greatly damnihed, [ 
was torced to remove thence. 

In ſearching Old Authors for Advice in my 
Straits, and finding good fſatisfaftion therein, I 
was tnadnced to tranilace and print ſome of their 
Writings, calling them Farkerly Inſtruttions:; And 
Heinz, extreamly aggrieved with the wrongs done 
me and others, ſome openly, but the moſt ſecret- 
Y, Iaguity working in a Myſtery, and That like It's 
Aathor invilidly ; fo that when I felt the ſmart, [1 
maſt propineſie who ſmote inc, as the Crucifiers of 
&3r Saviour bid him do : I added to it that Ap- 
pendix, called G:1das 111nimns, which I wrote to 
difiwade from Apoſtacy, and thoſe other Abomi- 
gations that are like to be very pernicious to 
theſe Nations, it not timely repeated of. And 
expect- 
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expecting Calamity to come on the Land, I wrote 
in it theſe few Verſes, which then 1 wan loath 
to print : 


Al Nations proud, he that with many tears 
BemwaiPd your Sins, ſome Cauſes of hts fears 
Huith wruten here, amend &re nith oreat ſmart 

A Penſil keen enor ave them in your Heart. 


Poyſons and ſecret Murders ſeemed moſt horri- 
ble to me, and the Curſes pronounced againſt them 
very formidable, as appears in the caſe of the 
Men of Anathoth, for ſeeking to deſtroy the Pro- 
phet Zeremy thereby. What we read in Chapter 
11.v. 19. of his Prophelie, Ler us deſtr oy the Tree 

mith the Fruit, the Septuagint render, *ubuAwurs 
Svacy cis 799 agro are, the vulgar Latin, Altttamns 
I19num in panem ejus, another, Corrumpamus lignum in 
pane ejus, the Child. Parzphr. AMittamus wvenenum 
mortiferum in cibo ejus ut atfperdamus eam, Which is 
in Engliſh, Let”s put deadly poyſon in his meat, that 
we may deſtroy bm. In 22, 23 Verſes, the Lord 
hews how he would recompenſe them for it; 
Their young men ſhould die by rhe Sword, their Son s 
and Daughters by Famine, and there ſhould be no rem- 

ant of them, 

| Having diligently ſought DireQtion of God by 
Study and Prayer, I got my Mind fully ſatisfied. 
that to follow the Precepts and Ex2mples of 
Chriſt, and his inſpired Servents, Propnets, Apo- 
tles, and the Primitive Chriſtians, is the onls 
late way for living and dyiag, for doing and Cat 
tering, Which is the cauſe I do not run with the 
Itream of the World, nor take the ſame courſe as 
moſt do, becaule it's ſo much differing from that 
pattern ;z 
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pattern; which inſtruted me what todo in my 
caſe in reference to God and. Man. My Soul 
was earneſtly ſtirred up to examine the Evidence 
of my Intereſt in God, and to look to my ſelf, 
that I live in Obedience to his Golpel, and by 
{ceking of him with a contrite Heart, he enabled 
me to ſcar him more than thoſe that can kill my 
Body, and to be willing to ſuffer rather than wil. 
fally ro fin againit him, and LO part, ake of the Afli- 
tons of the Goſpel, rather than of the pleaſures of 
Sin. | carefully looked to my deporument to- 
wards Men both high ard low, yielding Obedi- 
eiice, tribute and tax to whom they were due, 
praying for Superiours as earneſtly as for my ſelf; 
and when 1 had opportunity to be ſerviceable to 
the publick, in corre@ting Welch Books, or any 
thing elſe,l diſcharged my Duty with diligence and 
Faithfulnels. And though 1 have been deprived of 
my Preterment, which might have raiſed mea little 
out of harms reach, that I ſhould not be troden 
ander all vulgar feer, yet I cin be content, when 
| conſider how ſtormy, toſſing and ſinful the 
World hath been, ever fince | was concerned to 
manage any thing in it, mzking it dithculr or 
1mpoſlidle for Schotars to obtain preferment, and 
keep it during Life, without doing and ſaying, 
if not ſwearing contradiQories, uling of Flatte- 
ries, and many queitionable practices. Sometimes 
in my [Dangers and Lofles I made lawiul applica- 
tion to Magiltrates for proteCtion, where 1 had 
any hopes to be heard, and never medlied with 
any Plots to moleſt chem, being obſervant of the 
Oath of Allegiance z and in caſe I had not ſworn, 
I thought ir inconſiſtent with my Chriſtianity to 


live 1n Fraud or Treachery, and ſpeaking peace 
| t0 


[13] 
to lye in wait for Blood or Spoil. And ſhould [I 
by the wrongfulneſs of my Sufferings be perſwa- 
ded of the lawtalneſs of my defence by reliſting 
any of my Opprectlors, my deſtitute Condition for 
many Years warns me {ſufficiently not to expect 
any to aſliſt me therein: And if it would be im- 
prudence in a Hercules to engage agsinlt two Per- 
ſons, ſurely it would be ſo for me alone to aſf[:ult 
Legions. Since my Troubles grew extream, [I 
could have but few to joyn with me in Prayer, 
and other Goipel Dutics; and if they wou!d not 
ſhed rears with me, it is not likely they would 
ſhed Blood for me ; Vane ſire wiribus zre. 

As I am not Conſcious to my ielf of any Crime 
againſt Superiours, I am i2norant alſo what others 
think of me in that reſpe&, for no Body tel}s me 
what my Atlliction is for. When Joab's Corn was 
conſumed, he knew of whom to enquire the canfe 
of it, and how to prevent ſuch arother loſs. But 
no body is found to deal ſo well with me, as an 
ii] Man did with him. So that | muſt fay to eve- 
ry Inſtrument of my Atftition, «es our Savi- 
our to him that buffeted him moſt wrongfully : 
If I have ſpoken or done evil, bear witneſs of the evil, 
but if well, why ſmmteſt thou me ? 

And as I kept innocence towards thoſe above m1” , 
I did fo alto towards thoſe about me,not {eckiit;, i 
virong,nurt,or defile any in Soul or Body, Nume,or 
Goods, elther ſecretly or openly, Ir udyientl; or 
violently ; yea, ſometimcs | had opportunity, and 


took It to ihew benevolence not only tony E L2NnQds, 
ut to my Foes alſo, by prayiog, adimnoutihin:, 
and helping them in outward needs, end it 1 can 


| will do ſo agzin. I acknowl 
preſſures [ have commained 
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the doers thereof, to ſuch as might diiſwade then 
from their evil; but that I did any thing publick- 
iy or privately, with intention to bring any of 
them to puniſhment, | utterly deny ; and if any 
Diſchiet befe!] any of them, it hath beer! withoui 
my Delign, Contrivance, or Conſent. Yca, I 2p: 
not without fears, leſt ſons of 1ny dear Reiatioi;s. 
3nu loving Acquaintance, have been prejudiced hy 
my Perſecutors, npon occaſion of my Frictdly 
Converſe with them, or Communication of them 
And it it be fo, I hope God will not impute to 
ce what was done againſt my Will, any more 
than the Death of thoſe innocent Children to the 
Wie Men that came to worſhip Chriſt at his Birth, 
who though wile, yet contrary to their expeCta- 
tion, by their devout Enquiry ſtirred up He- 
rod's Cruelty, tydings of a meek Saviour making 
him a Bloody Deſtroyer beyond all ſuſpicion. 
My Diſpoſition was Moderate alſo towards thc 
eſtabliſhed Eccleſiaſtical Government, acknow- 
edging 1t's uſefulneſs in exhibiting the Scriptures 
and Prayers to theſe Nations in their vulgar 
Tongues, upholding Learning, and adeal of ſmooth 
and grave Praying and Preaching, and melndinus 
Singing, which I hope by ſome are deyoutly in:pro- 
ved : And the generality it keeps in a Cuſtoma- 
ry Profeſiion of the Chriſtian Religion, hither:© 
Keeping out Popery, Mahometaniſm, and Paga- 
niim, whica arc embraced by other Nations. 
Yer foraimuch as the greateſt part of our 
Zoantreys are void of true Grace, and Chrililian 
Godlinets, or the likeneſs of it, as we may well 
conciude dy Scripture and Experience, and there- 
fore af: to communicate ai Chriſts Table, and 
to UI may o.her Duties demanded in the Goſpel, 
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I think it dangerous that Chriſt ſov!d be depri. 


ved of a Spiritual, Zealous, Holy Worſhip, ard 
Church-Government, according to the pattern 
given us In the New Teltament. And therefore 
am glad for the liberty given to ſuch 2s God en- 
Iightens and ſarnifhes with his good Spirit, and 
makes able to live according to the Goſpel, to 
meet together 1n Chriſts Name, to worſhip him 
with their Spirits, and to participate of his Sup- 
per, being he ſeeketh ſach to worſhip him, 7eh. 
4. and to exerciſe Spiritual Inftrution and Diſci- 
pline, as he hath ordained, and which the car: i 
multitudes in all Nations are unqualified for. £&+ 
Praying in the Spirit, pouring out their Souls 
with groans and tears, and elevated affections in 
thankſgivings, without external Monitors, as Chit 
and his Servants did in Primitive times, Jobs i= 
Acts 4. 24. Rom. 8.26, 27. preaching with warmth 
and earneſtneſs, Comforting others with the ſame com. 


forts that themſelves are comforted of God, 2 Car. 


I. 4+ Spiritually admoniſhing and reſtoring a t3p- 
ſed Brother, and caſting out the impenitens, that 
God may have a clean though little Temple io 
dwell in, and nat a Den of Thieves. And thongh 
of a long time my Afﬀitions have bereaved me of 
the help of ſuch Goſpel Society, and forcibly 
hindered me to exerciſe my Lalent, as I would, 
for the promoting thereof, yet I congratulate that 
others may have it. 

Envy nced not counterwork this matter, the 
ſucceſs thereof in this finſul Age not being like 
to beexceceding great. Providence 1n judgment 
for our Provocations, threatning to remove our 
Candleſticks, rather than promiſing to encrezſe 
our Lights. And the way thet leadeth to Heaven 

bring 
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being narrow, and not paved with Pearls, nor 
itrcned with Temporal alluring Flowers, but 
Tro:ns rather, wii] be frequented but by few. 
It there be no pieces of Siiver given to the Fu- 
daies, but that they be left as deſtitute as the Na- 
th. riels, if the ſetting Dogs and Wolves in Sheeps- 
clo:hin; tare no better than the innocent Lambs, 
twill bz apparent that Chritits true Diſciples * 
but a ltiiic Flo k; Vertue being poor, ſeldom 
hih many Suitors. Though the Apoltles and 
thcir Immedi=te Succeſſors in outward poverty 
dre.y m-ny toilowers after them-by the ſweet Oynt- 
ment poared forth npon them, and the power of 
miraca:ous Healing ; yet now the Cale 1s altered 
12 the following circumitances. Then the Gentile 
hurches were In their fruitfn] Youth and teem- 
ing Seſon, and brought forth many Sons and 
Daughters by the Goſpel! ſeed ; but now they are 
grown od, withered and barren ; both the Eaſtern 
and Weſtern N.tions having negleCted to walk ac- 
cording to the Golpel for many Generations, the 
Lord in anger permits them t 2 obey unriohteouſneſ: ;, 
aud becauſe they received not the love of rhe Truth 
that they micht be [avea, they are left to continne 
?n firong deluſion. ln the Jalt days times are pre- 
dicted to be very perilous, and little Gracious, 
2 ary 3- 1,2. The Spirit of God alſo being ſo ge- 
nerally mocked, becomes more reſerved ; Chrilt re- 
j:: 6; —_ werk eecauſe of Vubclief, and other hainous 
las, which makes rel!gious Daties In molt places leſs 
Vi2oro1s than they have been formerly, 
Furthermore, The World needs not fear hurt 
by godly Ones, whether they be many or few, to- 
gether or aſurder ; Hypocrites I do not plead for.* [i 
As 0.r Sewvioars Kingdom is not of this Word, 
10 
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ſo his Childrens main part ot it is not here, but 
elſewhere laid up with him, and therefore have 
the lefs need to fhght in its detence with carnal 
Their Armovr 1s ſpiritual, Faith their 
Brealſt-plate, Zeal their Fire, Tears their Bullets, 
any] theſe are uſed tor their Enemies proteCtion 
and ſalvation. So that the World may expect 
bencht by having good men in it: I mean not 
chat benefit which ſome Polinicks write of, T har 
the Prince is ſater by having Subjects ar Vari- 
ance, as Cato would keep Servants that were 
at odds with one another, that if one imbezled 
any thing, the other might betray him. It diffe- 
rences among, men be of uſe to their Governour, 
there are enongh about worldly matters. Bur 
I mean ſuch a benefit as Joſeph brought upon the 
Houle of Poriphar. All Mankind at preſent is 
more beholding to eight ſnch Perſons in Noah's 
Family, than to all the muititades in that Ape, 
though -1ghty and of Renown, Gen. 6. and well it 
bad been tor Sodom and Gomorrah, if ten_righte- 
ous ones had been tolerated among them. 

And though the World need not fear hurt by 
he preſervation of Gods Servants, yer it ſhould 
greatly fear it for their deſtruf&tion. Saxl and 
all 1/racl with him payd dear for ſlaying the 
Prieſts of the Lord, and ſo did Jeruſalem for 


ſ12ying his Son, and ſtoning his Prophets: And 
probably wrath for Perſecuting is one deadly In- 
[gredient in the Cup of Trembling now put into 
'the hands of moſt Nations, to cauſe in them 
inch a Bloody-flux, It were well for theſe Na- 


[tions 1n the preſent dangers, if all Parties ceaſ- 
ing from Spite, and calling one another to their 
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ſeveral Devotions, as the Marirers did in Jor.h's 
Tempeſt, conid with their joynt endeavour pa- 
cine God, It's to be much doubted whether the 
Melody of our Organs and Temples can drown 
the Cries of our Sins, and the wailings of the 
Fathericſs and Widows; or that the Halls of 
our Corporations be fo well furniſhed with Ci- 
vil or Spiri:u4l Righteonſinels, or our Countrey 
Barns with fuch 02d W heat, as will keep olf 
tlie Fire of Gods wrath from conſuming us as 
Stubble and T arcs, without more general amend- 
ment. It would prove a beneficial Indulgence, 
11 the layguid ſpirits of the ſeveral Forms , 
our Relicion ſnould be ſo well revived, as to; 
be able ro divert, or overcome thoſe ſtrong 
Judgments, that our Irreligion is like to bring 
Upon Us. 

In my Caſe I have had many Experiences of 
Gods goodneſs ; I have feen much of his Power 
and Faithſulnels in all my Troubles: I put my 
traſt in him, though 1 faw tor certain that moſt! 
of the Worid «bout me was againſt me : Great| 
and Smezll, Friei:ds and Foes, Profcilors and Pro- 
plane, Relations 2rd Strenge:s, ſome reproach-| 
ing me to the Worid, and acculing me to men 
, Power, ſome robbing and defra znding 2 me of! 
1y Eſtate, fore tempting me to Uncleznnefſs, 
She rs pay fonng my Body ; ſome writing, others 
Preaching againit me, 2nd ſuch Ordiaznces were 
mounted ii I any Pulpits as were levelled at me, 
pot to edifice, but to batter down my ſpiritual 
Comforts, and I ſhould hear territying Voices 
rot from black Clonds only, but from bright 
ancs 21140; linfomnch that fuch as knew my In- 
tegrity 
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[19] 
tegrity durſt not own me, but were afraid tO 
conſort with me; and ſeeing me ſet up as 4 
Mark for all to ſhoot at with venom'd Arrows, 
they were cautious of coming near me, leſt they 
ſhould be hit alſo; yet when all forſook, me, the 
Lord ſtood with me, and hath hitherto delivered 
my Lite from the innumerable Dangers aſſaulting 
it. And though he permitted molt of my Eſtate 
to be gone from me, yet he giveth me content 
and neceſlary Supplyes to this day, and good 
Hopes of having in Heaven a better and an endu- 
ring Subſtance, and more comfortable Manſions, 
and Relations, than thoſe I am deprived of. Di- 
vine Providence in my behalf giveth evidence, 
that the Fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than ſubtle 
Devils, and his Weakneſs ſtronger than mighty 
malicious men z and that ſuch as put their traſt 
in him all not be confounded, whatever they 
ſuffer for his ſake; and when this frail Life is 
oftered up, he'll give me that of whoſe Dura- 
tion and Felicity I ſhall never be deprived. 

The Lord has been often picatled to let me have 
Experiment alto of his readineſs to hear my Cries 
in all my ſtraits: When in torrows for Loſſes, 
or apprehenſions of Dangers, my Soul is caſt down 
or diſgmered within me, by making my Applica- 
tion to God in earneſt Prayer, I uſually obtain 
Comfort, and ſhall be as ſecure ard peaceable in 
my Mind, as if nothing ailed me. In my Di- 
[treſſes I have had my Heart enlarged to pour 
out tupplications to the Author of Life, and 
found them ſure Antidotcs agaiult the Infection 
of Temptations that ſeek the deſtruſtion of my 
Soul, and againſt the painful Operations of poy- 
B 2 {on 
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ſon in my Body, and have ſometimes obtained 
caſe before I arole from off my Knees. When 
I had a ſwelling on the {ide of my Neck, which 
could not be abated by taking Phylick, ſolicit- 
ing God for help, I had notice by Dream to cut 
an Iſſue, which diſperſed the Humour in few 
weeks. Once 2a Carpenter working at my Houle 
flit his Finger with his Hatchet, and thongh the 
Blood at that time was ſoon ſtanched, yet the 
man being gone to his Lodging, and opening the 
wound to one that was skiltol in Cures, there- 
at it fell a Bleeding again ſo violently, that no 
mears conld itop the Blood till teveral quarts 
of it were loſt, and the man brought to the 
Point of Death. Being called ont of my Bed, 
I went to him, and being grieved to fee him in 
that Condition, and the more, becanſe he was 
hut at my Houſe, | called upon God 1a his be- 
halj, and immediately after it came into my Mind 
that” putting his Arm in cold Water might be a 
meai:ts to help him : And thereupon I held his 
Arm from his Elbow to his Wriit in Water, 
ard plied it with a wet Cloth, and preſently 
the Blood recoyled and ſtopt ; and though the 
wounded Man fell into a Swoon that Morazire, 
yet in due time he recovered his pertect Health. 
It pleaſed God in that great need to put me up- 
on that Remedy, which before I had never 
thought of. Long ago I had a ſcniible attack 
by ſome Spirit, and deliverance from him while 
I called on God. Having fate up late at my 1 
Study, and none being with me in the room, 
I thought I heard the ruſling of one behind me, 


when I turned I could fee no body. As icon 85s 
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[ was in bed, ſomething near me made a ſnarling 
noiſe like that of Cats fighting, but ſomewhat 
louder, and ſeveral times blew at my throat 
very violently : I thought the wind of it ſtrong- 
er than that which comech from Black. ſmiths 
Bellows. In my Fright I fell to Prayer, and be- 
fore I had uttered many words in it, the ſtorm 
ceaſed. 

Laſtly, I obſerve that the Lord exerted his 
righteouſneſs many times in my Concerns. 1 
have often ſeen his hand pleading my Cauſe 
with thoſe that injured me, and dealing ſevere- 
ly with them, and that without my contrivance; 
for 1 addifted not my ſelf to ſeek revenge upon 
them, when I ſeemed to have ſome advantage. 
for it. Some that unanimouſly moleſted me 
while I was Beneficed, afterwards fell out a- 
mong themſelves, and ruined one another. Some 
that were aCtive in depriving me, died ſud- 
denly thereupon. And the Officer that com- 
manded the rude Souldiers to carry me to Pri- 
ſon, ſoon after fell out with his own Kinsfolk, 
which cauſed great diſturbance in Markets by 
tumultnous fightings,, and in open Seſſions by 
mutual Suits at Law. And near the ſame time 
Twelvemonth as he ſent me to Denbigh Gaol, 
he went into the great Seſiions held in the ſaid 
Towti, to wage Law againſt his Adverſaries , 
and there in the heat of Anger was ſuddenly 
Others beſides 
me, took notice how his Jadgment in the fight 
oi the County pointed at his late Oppreſling 
injury, And within two or three years after 
moſt of his rade men died alio in the Py 
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of their Age. I might give many Inſtances 
more of this kind. I wiſh the reſt of my Per- 
ſecutors may take Example, and not be made 
ſuch. 

Though I have not Ilayd down here one wrong 
of a hundred inflicted on me, nor one Mercy 
of a Thouſand God ſhewed me, yet it may be 
ſufficient (if the Lord pleaſe ) that {niquity may 


- ftop her mouth, and the conſiderate underſtand the 
Loving-kindneſs of the Lord: And I fear heres 


more than ſome will either improve or bear at 
preſent: But that in Gods time they may re- 
ceive Repentance and Mercy upon Examination 
of their ways, ſhall be the Prayer of 


Landon, July 1. Charles Edwards. 
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of their Age. I might give many Inſtances 
more of this kind. I wiſh the reſt of my Per- 
ſecutors may take Example, and not be made 
ſuch. 

Though I have not Ilayd down here one wrong 
of a hundred inflifted on me, nor one Mercy 
of a Thouſand God ſhewed me, yet it may be 
ſufficient (if the Lord pleaſe ) that Imquity may 
- ftop her mouth, apd the conſiderate unacrſtand the 

Loving-kindneſs of the Lord: And I fear here's 
more than ſome will either improve or bear at 
preſent: But that in Gods time they may re- 
ceive Repentance and Mercy upon Examination 
of their ways, ſhall be the Prayer of 


London, Tuly G Charles Edwards. 
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